
Application Number 19/00854/ADV

Site Address Motorline Hyundai, Everoak Industrial Estate, 
Bromyard Road, Worcester, WR2 5HP

Description of 
Development

Proposed display of 4 signs; 2 fascia signs, 1 freestanding 
welcome sign and 1 wall mounted service sign.

Case Officer Laura Williamson Applicant Mr Eddie Carter

Ward Member(s) Bedwardine Ward Agent Mrs Caroline Bourne

Reason for Referral to 
Committee

Ward member 
referral.

Expiry 
Date

 24th February 2020.

Key Issues The principle of development and whether the proposal 
would be sustainable form of development having regard 
to the 3 dimensions of sustainable development in terms 
of its economic role, social role and environmental role.  

Web link to application https://plan.worcester.gov.uk/Planning/Display/19/00854/ADV

Recommendation The Deputy Director - Economic Development and 
Planning recommends that the Planning Committee 
grants planning permission subject to the 
conditions set out in section 9 of this report.

1. Background

1.1 The application was registered on 11 November 2019 and was due for a decision on 
6th  January 2020. An extension of time for the determination of the application has 
been agreed until 24th February 2020 to allow determination by the Planning 
Committee.

1.2 The application has been referred to the Planning Committee at the request of 
Councillor Amos in view of the potential loss of amenity to a number of residents.

2.       The site and surrounding area 

2.1 The site is located within the Bedwardine Ward on the Everoak Industrial Estate on 
Bromyard Road, Worcester. The site is an existing vehicle showroom/ garage (Use 
class Sui Generis).

https://plan.worcester.gov.uk/Search/Results


  

3.      The proposals

3.1 The proposal seeks advertisement consent for the display of 4 signs; 2 fascia signs, 
1  freestanding welcome sign and 1 wall mounted service sign to replace the existing 
Isuzu signage:

Fascia Sign 1 has a height of 1.085 metres, a width of 2.93 metres and a depth of 
0.16 metres. The proposed sign is internally illuminated with an illuminance level of 
300 c/dm². The sign is a folded white ACM panels with build up red acrylic letters 
and a white background.

Fascia Sign 2 has a height of 1.085 metres, a width of 2.93 metres and a depth of 
0.16 metres. The proposed sign is internally illuminated with an illuminance level of 
300 c/dm². The sign is a folded white ACM panels with build up red acrylic letters 
and a white background.

Sign 3 – Freestanding Welcome Sign with a height of 1.8 metres, a width of 0.4 
metres and a depth of 0.16 metres. The sign is non-illuminated.

Sign 4 – Wall-Mounted Service Sign with a height of 1.077 metres, a width of 0.8 
metres and a depth of 0.119 metres. The proposed sign is internally illuminated with 
an illuminance level of 300 cd/m².



3.2 The application is accompanied by a full set of plans together with a suite of 
supporting documents that include:

Existing Elevations
IM712Proposed Signage
Sign 4Wall Sign Detail
Signs 1 & 2Fascia Sign Detail
Location Plan
Lighting Statement.docx
Block Plan

3.3 In accordance with Article 15 (7) of The Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended), full details of the 
application have been published on the Council’s website. As such, Members will 
have had the opportunity to review the submitted plans and documents in order to 
familiarise themselves with the proposals prior to consideration and determination of 
the application accordingly.

4. Planning Policy 

4.1 The Town and Country Planning Act (Control of Advertisements) (England) 
Regulations 2007 establishes the legislative framework for consideration of this 
application and enables local planning authorities to control advertisements, when it 
is justified, in the interests of "amenity" and "public safety". In this respect an 
advertisement application differs from other planning proposals as 'amenity' and 
'public safety' are the only issues that can be controlled.



4.3 The control system is concerned with the visual effect on its surroundings of an
advertisement. The relevant considerations for this purpose are the local
characteristics of the neighbourhood, including scenic, historic, architectural or
cultural features, which contribute to the distinctive character of the locality.

4.4 In assessing an advertisement's impact on "public safety", LPAs are expected to
have regard to its effect upon the safe use and operation of any form of traffic or
transport on land (including the safety of pedestrians), on or over water, or in the
air. LPAs will therefore consider such matters as the likely behaviour of drivers of
vehicles who will see the advertisement; possible confusion with any traffic sign or
other signal; or possible interference with a navigational light or an aerial beacon.

South Worcestershire Development Plan

4.5 The following policy of the SWDP is considered to be relevant to the proposal:

SWDP 21 Design

4.6 With regard to the display of advertisements policy 21 xv of the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan states:

“Illuminated signage will only be permitted where lighting is unobtrusive or not 
considered to be harmful to the character and appearance of the site or 
surroundings. Consent will be granted for outdoor advertisements (including poster 
hoardings) provided the display will not adversely affect the amenities of the area or 
impact on public safety.” 

Material Considerations

1. National Planning Policy Framework

4.7 The revised National Planning Policy Framework was updated on 19 February 2019 
and sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these are 
expected to be applied and is a material planning consideration in determining 
planning applications. All the policies in the NPPF constitute Government's view of 
what sustainable development in England means in practice: an economic role, 
contributing to a strong, responsive, competitive economy; a social role, supporting 
vibrant and healthy communities by providing the supply of housing required to meet 
the needs of present and future generations and by creating a high quality built 
environment with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs; and 
an environmental role, protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 
environment. Economic, social and environmental improvement should be sought 
jointly and simultaneously.

4.8    The National Planning Policy Framework provides the following guidance on outdoor 
advertisements:

“Poorly placed advertisements can have a negative impact on the appearance of the built and 
natural environment. Control over outdoor advertisements should be efficient, effective and 
simple in concept and operation. Only those advertisements which will clearly have an 
appreciable impact on a building or on their surroundings should be subject to the local 
planning authority’s detailed assessment. Advertisements should be subject to control only in 
the interests of amenity and public safety, taking account of cumulative impacts.”



2. National Planning Practice Guidance 

4.7 On 6th March 2014 the Government also published National Planning Practice 
Guidance (NPPG) that has been updated in the meantime and comprises, amongst 
other matters: Adverts, Design, Determining a planning application and Use of 
Planning Conditions. 

5. Planning History

5.1 The site and surrounding area has been the subject to an extensive planning history. 
However, no particular application is of direct relevance to the current proposals. 
Nevertheless, it should be noted that trees adjacent to the Bromyard Road boundary 
of the site have been pollarded, exposing the site to more open views from the 
properties opposite.

6. Consultations

6.1 Formal consultation has been undertaken in respect of the application. The following 
comments from statutory and non-statutory consultees and interested third parties 
have been received in relation to the original and amended proposals and are 
summarised as follows:

Neighbours and other third party comments: Objections have been received 
from the occupants of 179 Bromyard Road on grounds relating to the following 
matters:

‘The signage proposal includes plans for illumination of some of the signs. Everoak 
Industrial Estate has been subject to light pollution complaints and has also violated 
tree preservation orders, (which has led to the increase in light pollution from the 
properties). I would strongly object to any further illumination of the premises on 
those grounds. Please see attached cases from the council. We as residents are still 
having problems with lighting in the units being left on all night, which streams into 
our bedroom windows. If illumination must be installed please could it be a 
mandated condition that these lights are placed on a timer to automatically switch 
off no later than 10pm at night’.

Worcester City Council Landscape and Biodiversity Adviser: No objections.

Worcestershire County Council (Highway Authority): ‘The values of the 
proposed illuminated signage do not exceed those stipulated in the Institution of 
Lighting Engineers Technical Report No. PLG5:2015 Brightness of Illuminated 
Advertisements" and there is no objection from a Highways point of view.’

Worcestershire Regulatory Services (Nuisance):  ‘Light Nuisance: The proposed 
illuminated signage is compliant with the Institute of Lighting Professionals Brightness 
of Illuminated Advertisements guidance and therefore I have no objection to the 
application in terms of light nuisance.’

6.2 Members have been given the opportunity to read all representations that have been 
received in full. At the time of writing this report no other consultation responses 
have been received. Any additional responses received will be reported to members 
verbally or in the form of a late paper, subject to the date of receipt. 



6.3 In assessing the proposal due regard has been given to local residents comments as 
material planning considerations. Nevertheless, I am also mindful that decisions 
should not be made solely on the basis of the number of representations, whether 
they are for or against a proposal. The Localism Act has not changed this, nor has it 
changed the advice that local opposition or support for a proposal is not in itself a 
ground for refusing or granting planning permission unless it is founded on valid 
planning reasons.

7. Comments of Deputy Director - Economic Development and Planning

7.1 The main issues raised by the proposals relate to the impact of the proposed signs 
on amenity and "public safety. 

Impact on Amenity

7.2 The proposed signage introduces a total of three illuminated advertisement signs 
which include two fascia signs and one service sign, one of the fascia signs and the 
wall mounted service sign are sited on the west elevation of the building and one 
fascia sign is sited on the southern elevation of the building facing Bromyard Road. 

7.3 I note the concerns of neighbouring residents, with regard to the impact of the 
illuminated signage and it is considered that the proposed signage will be visible 
from the opposite neighbouring properties. However, as the proposed signage is only 
illuminated to a level of 300 cd/m², it is considered that this level of illumination 
would not have a detrimental impact on neighbouring amenity. In order to further 
mitigate these concerns, the agent has confirmed that the illumination will be turned 
off at 21:00hrs and a condition to this effect is recommended accordingly.  

7.4 In addition, it is also considered that any impact of the proposed signage is mitigated 
due to the distance between the neighbouring properties and the proposed signs as 
the nearest neighbouring property at No. 2 Boughton Road is over 37 metres from 
the illuminated signage. I also note that there are  a number of street lighting 
columns between the nearest neighbouring properties and the proposed signage 
along Bromyard Road. 



Access and Highway Safety

7.5 In assessing an advertisement's impact on "public safety", LPAs are expected to
have regard to its effect upon the safe use and operation of any form of traffic or
transport on land (including the safety of pedestrians), on or over water, or in the
air. LPAs will therefore consider such matters as the likely behaviour of drivers of
vehicles who will see the advertisement; possible confusion with any traffic sign or
other signal; or possible interference with a navigational light or an aerial beacon.

7.6 I have received no objections to this proposal from the Highway Authority on public
safety grounds I am therefore satisfied that the advertisements would not result in
any harm to public safety in terms of the safe use and operation of the surrounding
roads. Having assessed the impact of the signs from all directions I am satisfied
that the signs do not compromise highway safety or result in confusion to drivers. 

8. Conclusion and planning balance

8.1 The following material planning issues are relevant to this application:

- Impact on amenity 
- Impact on highway safety

8.2 In summary, one objection from neighbouring property No. 179 Bromyard Road has 
been received relating to concerns associated with any additional illumination at the 
site as a result of the proposals. The concerns also relate to previous illumination 
issues at the site. The objection also states that if illumination is to be installed 
please could it be a mandated condition that these lights are placed on a timer to 
automatically switch off no later than 10pm at night.

8.3 I note the objections and whilst I have found no harm to amenity or public safety, 
the applicants have agreed to there being no illumination of the proposed signs after 
9pm which I consider strikes an appropriate balance between the commercial 
interests of the applicant and visual amenities of neighbouring residents. Having 
regard to the totality of the policies in the Framework, it is Officer opinion that there 
are no reasons to resist the application on grounds of public safety or amenity 
grounds. It is therefore considered that the proposals are acceptable and would 
comply with guidance in the National Planning Policy Framework and, insofar as it is 
a material consideration to this application, Policy SWDP21 of the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan.   

8.4 On balance of the above, it is recommended that consent be granted for these 
applications subject to the conditions set out in the plans list. 

9. Recommended conditions

9.1 In the event that members resolve to grant advertisement consent the following 
conditions are recommended:

Standard Conditions

1. No advertisement is to be displayed without the permission of the owner of 
the site or any other person with an interest in the site entitled to grant 
permission. 



2. No advertisement shall be sited or displayed so as to— 

(a) endanger persons using any highway, railway, waterway, dock, harbour or 
aerodrome (civil or military);

(b) obscure, or hinder the ready interpretation of, any traffic sign, railway 
signal or aid to navigation by water or air; or

(c) hinder the operation of any device used for the purpose of security or 
surveillance or for measuring the speed of any vehicle.

3. Any advertisement displayed, and any site used for the display of 
advertisements, shall be maintained in a condition that does not impair the 
visual amenity of the site. 

4. Any structure or hoarding erected or used principally for the purpose of 
displaying advertisements shall be maintained in a condition that does not 
endanger the public.

5. Where an advertisement is required under the Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements)(England) Regulations 2007 to be removed, the 
site shall be left in a condition that does not endanger the public or impair 
visual amenity.

Reason: - In the interests of highway safety and visual amenity, and in order to 
comply with the requirements of the Advertisement Regulations.

Additional Conditions and Reasons

1. This consent expires at the end of a period of 5 years from the date of this 
notice.  The advertisements hereby approved shall be removed no later than 5 
years from the date of this consent.

Reason: In the interests of amenity and in accordance with policy SWDP21 of 
the South Worcestershire Development Plan 2016.

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out and completed in 
accordance with the following approved plans and associated documents and 
the specifications and recommendations contained therein, except where 
otherwise stipulated by conditions attached to this permission

Existing Elevations

IM712Proposed Signage

Sign 4Wall Sign Detail

Signs 1 & 2Fascia Sign Detail

Location Plan

Lighting Statement.docx



Block Plan

Reason: To ensure compliance with the approved scheme.

3. The lighting for the illuminated advertisements hereby approved shall be turned 
off at 21:00hrs.

Reason: In the interests of amenity and in accordance with policy SWDP21 of 
the South Worcestershire Development Plan 2016.


